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“Because of Offroute, I sold my first piece of art!
I create more art, I feel supported as an artist.”
-Jackson B., Offroute artist

est. 2019
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More...

Offroute was founded as a response to the concerns of emerging adults who expressed
wanting to feel supported and connected to making art as they navigate adulthood and its
competing priorities. As such, Offroute is open to all individuals between 16 - 24 years old.
Our artists are from all backgrounds, neighborhoods, identities, and abilities. There is
an art selection process to ensure we maintain a diverse and eclectic array of expressions.
To best support artists, we take no commission on their art, meaning artists always receive
100% of their art sales. 

Offroute works to represent artists from all different backgrounds and experiences.
The City of Pittsburgh still grapples with high rates of residential and socioeconomic
segregation and expanding gentrification. Displaying and moving our artists’ work around
the city to different audiences and spaces can at times still feel like an incredibly impactfl
act. 

Offroute is a volunteer-led organization that also supports artists by organizing art supply
giveaways, offering micro-commissions for special projects, and hiring our artists as
consultants to curate shows, represent us at events, and support our outreach efforts.
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Mission:

Offroute Art’s primary function is to support artists ages 16-24 by creating and engaging
these individuals in an inclusive community that connects their art, energy, and vision with a
greater audience. We believe that the power of art combined with youth energy is a force
for good in the world. By giving young adults support and belonging, community organically
begins to grow and expand.
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53 artists

37 donors
2 grants

$10,000+
art sales

White
23.3%

Latinx
23.3%

Prefer not to answer
23.3%

Black
14%

2+ Races
7%

Asian
4.7%

International
4.7%

Female
37%

Prefer not to answer
37%

Nonbinary
18.5%

Male
7.4%
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QUICK STATS: 2000 - 2023

$14,000+
to artists as
consultants

9 displays/
shows*

QUICK STATS: 2023 (CURRENT)
Offroute Artist Demographic Data

FUNDING

FY20: 100% donations +
fundraisers

FY21: 100% donations + fundraisers
FY22: 50% donations; 

50% from grants

*Carnegie Library Main (Oakland), De Fer Coffee & Tea (Strip District, Southside), 61C Cafe (Squirrel Hill), KSD & The Radio Room (Homestead), Passport Charter Academy
(Downtown), Atithi Studios (Sharpsburg), Total Peace & Wellness (Lawrenceville), Lawrenceville Market House (Lawrenceville), Hazelwood Cafe (Hazelwood).
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Trying to take art seriously is
typically a rollercoaster for new

artists: the highs of selling a
work followed the lows of

months of artist's block, and not
feeling like you belong.

Offroute is an inspiring force in
my life, and allows me to feel

confident and continue
experimenting, as I know I

always have someone in my
corner.

-Di, Offroute artist
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“Offroute is a great way
to gain confidence in

yourself both as an artist
and in your art. ...along
with giving yourself a

chance to share your art
with a lot of different

people.”

-Lexie L., Offroute artist
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Offroute’s specific and unique mission enables us to partner well with other organizations
that are providing different, but complimentary youth and/or arts programming.

Local businesses and organizations appreciate diverse art curated for their spaces and enjoy
supporting local emerging artists.

As Offroute continues to grow, we plan to develop a youth advisory board to further support
the pressing and evolving needs of this population.

There is consistent interest from artists and the public to establish a physical location that
can serve as a gallery, art studio, and impactful community space.

Offroute is committed to continuing our collaborations with organizations and local
businesses, sharing informal and formal resources, and connecting individuals and
organizations within our expanding network.

OPPORTUNITIES
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